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such emigrants have anything to lose, as compared with
migration to a German colony, beyond the sentimental loss
involved in shifting their allegiance from one national estab-
lishment to another; and this step is optional, with little
ground for choice other than personal inclination.
Any such recital of personal advantages or disadvantages
attaching to emigration into a foreign country, as against
migration to a colony of the Fatherland, is extremely un-
- convincing; as is any enumeration of individual benefits
derivable from the Imperial establishment and its policies.
It all fails to ring true and seems beside the point, very
much like the grave protestations with which diplomatists
are in the habit of masking the point at issue in their nego-
tiations. In fact, it is as futile as the verbiage of a peace
advocate. These matters are not of decisive consequence,
even if they can be said to have any appreciable weight
among the motives that hold men to an enthusiastic main-
tenance of such an establishment as the Empire, or that lead
men to make material sacrifices for the Fatherland,
Patriotism, or loyalty, is a frame of mind and rests on a
sentimental adhesion to certain idealistic aspirations. These
aspirations, it is true, will commonly not bear analysis; but
they are just as good and valuable assets for their particular
use, for all that. The common man has no rational interest
in the continued success of the governmental establishment
under which he is living, except in so far as its failure would
throw him under the rule of another government that
would use him more harshly. But the Empire can make no
defensible plea on such ground, since the fear of Turkish
dominion in Europe has gone by* Yet the common man in